It is a great joy and privilege to be part of this initiative in honour of Professor Rusen Keles, distinguished international leader, eminent Trustee of the Biopolitics International Organisation, a pillar of biopolicy and, above all, a highly esteemed friend. Our meeting at the World Federation of United Nations Associations  in 1986, when Rusen Keles was the President of the UNA of Turkey, was the beginning of an inspiring and fruitful cooperation which has lasted for over 20 years. It has given me the opportunity to discover the unique value of Rusen Keles as a person, a scholar and an international leader, and it is indeed an advantage for his country to be served by such an outstanding personality. Our mutual appreciation and friendship has led to the growth of the Biopolitics International Organisation in 137 countries. Through the promotion of biopolicy and bio-diplomacy – international policy and cooperation for the preservation of bios, all life on our planet – we have encouraged synergy and collaboration among nations, and it was a truly unforgettable experience when we shared the Abdi Ipekci Peace and Friendship Prize in 1993.

We both believe that biopolicy and bio-diplomacy can be useful paradigms and a strong impetus for international cooperation and understanding. Ambassadors and dignitaries from many countries have joined our efforts for bio-diplomacy, realising that a global mobilisation in appreciation of the environment can serve as a pathway for peace. These efforts have resulted in numerous publications and useful projects, including many international conferences and seminars, special events, the International Sakharov Festival, Bios Prize Award Ceremonies in Paris and St. Petersburg, a pioneering conference on the Danube as a model for international cooperation held in Bratislava, and several Hellenic-Turkish symposia held in both Turkey and Greece. The following events have taken place thanks to the distinguished contribution of Rusen Keles, and the important personalities that took part proved their unlimited respect for their eminent friend, professor or colleague:

· In 2005, a symposium on “Hellenic-Turkish Cooperation in Biopolicy,” was held in Athens, under the auspices of Tahsin Burcuoglu, Turkish Ambassador to Greece. Participants included the Governors of Yalova and Elazig and the Mayor of Eskisehir, the Greek Secretary General of Research and Technology, business leaders, scholars, rectors of universities, and other personalities from Turkey and Greece. Also in 2005, Professor Rusen Keles and other academics hosted a B.I.O. conference at Ankara University. The conference was attended by Ambassador Yigit Alpogan, General Secretary of the National Security Council, as well as by distinguished professors and scholars from several Turkish institutions.

· In 2004, a symposium on “Hellenic-Turkish Cooperation in Biopolitics – On the Road to European Union Ideals,” was held under the auspices of Yigit Alpogan, Ambassador of Turkey to Greece. The Symposium was held in Athens with the participation of the Governors of Edirne and Sivas, the Mayor of Antakya, and other civic leaders, business professionals and academics from Turkey and Greece.

· In 1997, Professor Rusen Keles and Rector Gunal Akbay hosted a B.I.O. conference on “Biopolitics – an interdisciplinary approach,” at Ankara University. The conference was attended by several distinguished professors and academics from the University of Ankara, Bogazici University, Cukurova University and other institutions.

· In 1995, a B.I.O. international conference themed “Biopolitics Education in the Year 2000,” convened at Cukurova University in Adana. The conference was co-hosted by Professor Rusen Keles, and participants included distinguished leaders and scholars from Turkey, Hungary, Sweden, Russia, the UK, Poland, and Greece.

· In 1992, the Fifth B.I.O. International Conference was held in Istanbul and was co-chaired by Rusen Keles. The conference convened in the presence of the Turkish Minister of Interior, the Minister of Tourism, the Minister of Environment, the Governor of Istanbul, the Mayor of Istanbul, and the President of Ankara University. The conference was attended by eminent leaders and academics from many countries.

· A Hellenic-Turkish Symposium themed “The Bio-Environment and International Cooperation,” was hosted by B.I.O. in Athens, in 1990. The Symposium was held under the auspices of Ambassador Guntaz Aktan and the Mayor of Athens. Participants included the Rector of the University of Ankara, the Dean of Karadeniz Technical University, the Mayor of Trabzon, Professor Rusen Keles, and other leaders.

· In 1989 a symposium themed “Biopolitics – Bio-Environment” was organised in Trabzon, under the auspices of the Mayor of Trabzon, Orhan Karakullukcu.
The above events strengthened international cooperation and promoted the vision of protecting the environment and all life on our planet as an enrichment of sustainable development. The hope is that biopolicy and bio-diplomacy will act as a beacon of values for the millennium and will provide a perspective of harmony and partnership in the race to save the environment. With the support and contribution of enlightened leaders, such as Rusen Keles, we believe that the implementation of this vision is well underway.
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