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Creating a world in balance with bios

Our planet is only a tiny spot in the universe, but we keep dividing it up into even smaller sections. Despite years of effort, we have not been able to discover life in any other known galaxy, yet, today, a view of the Earth from space indicates a dying planet. The pace of global environmental degradation is accelerating and this should be a “wake-up call” for humanity. The time for action is now. The environment and life – bios – are threatened, and nothing can be more urgent than saving this precious gift.

For twenty years, the Biopolitics International Organisation (B.I.O.) has understood and publicised the basic contradictions between current patterns of human activity and the need to protect life on the planet, between economic development and environmental protection, national aspirations and global cooperation, protection of life or its destruction. The Global Marshall Plan Initiative also recognises the urgency of taking action now to reverse the global downward spiral and create a world that is in balance with nature, living in peace and prosperity. The Initiative recognises the level of commitment that is needed to achieve these changes and has proposed creative funding mechanisms to raise the needed capital.

B.I.O. applauds the Global Marshall Plan Initiative’s efforts and pledges its cooperation in the pursuit of our common objectives. After World War II, the Marshall Plan helped to revive Europe. Hopefully, a new renaissance will emerge from the cooperation of Biopolitics and the Global Marshall Plan Initiative in efforts for the creation of a new Europe to serve as a model for a “World in Balance.”

Biopolicy

Biopolicy, the theoretical core of the B.I.O.’s philosophy which encompasses all aspects of human endeavour, is based on a framework of environmental ethics that is intended to promote a reassessment of current assumptions and lead to a new global appreciation for the protection of life on our planet. It offers a guide to building a society of vision and hope and to reversing present environmental devastation and human suffering. 

The concepts promoted by B.I.O. since its inception in 1985, emphasise ethical values as a tool for instilling the vision of biopolicy in future leaders. The struggle to protect bios on our planet must involve every sector of society. Globalisation is altering traditional life styles and stimulating new challenges and possibilities for humanity. While economic growth seems to monopolise national policies, we are also seeing an increased awareness of the need for environmental preservation, the protection of cultural diversity and a better quality of life, as also acknowledged by the Global Marshall Plan Initiative. A deeper understanding of our responsibilities as human beings on this planet is vital if we are to successfully implement strategies that can change the world. Some of the basic foundations of biopolicy, and how they apply to the vision of the Global Marshall Plan Initiative for a world in balance, are introduced briefly in this paper. 

Bio-diplomacy

Bio-diplomacy – international co-operation in environmental protection – is a concept that was pioneered by B.I.O. at a time when civic leaders, international organisations and the world community as whole had not yet fully realised the urgency of adopting common environmental policy. Bio-diplomacy focuses on the interdependence of all forms of life, and calls upon diplomats and other people of influence to engage in a collective endeavour in defence of the environment. Joint efforts to protect the environment can boost international relations and act as a bridge between global communities at the national and local levels. At the same time, bio-diplomacy actively supports efforts to maintain biological and cultural diversity and seeks to improve human relations and to attain the goal of world peace by replacing current diplomatic attitudes with a complete international and intercultural perspective. Within this framework, respect for human rights and the existence of multi-ethnic and multi-cultural societies is an undeniable principle. International cooperation in environmental protection can serve to enhance the quality of life at the same time, strengthening efforts for freedom and peace. An overview of bio-diplomacy with extensive references from B.I.O.’s rich electronic library is found at www.biopolitics.gr/e-Library/Bio-Diplomacy
The Global Marshall Plan Initiative’s strategy and vision are in full accordance with the principles of bio-diplomacy. As an integrative organisational platform, the Initiative can to bring people from very different backgrounds and cultures together to promote a fairer globalisation and to speak out for a world in balance and peace.

Environmental governance

It is not a coincidence that environmental degradation is frequently worse in areas where human rights are not respected and where poverty, hunger and disease abound. Where human rights are weak, concern for the environment is submerged. The environment deserves direct moral consideration. How can we ethically reconcile our existence with the rapid deterioration of life on our planet?

Strong international environmental governance is important in preventing conflict, restoring peace, and building a society that can resist destructive tendencies. With the tools made available by communication technologies and with the expanded use of the internet and computer resources, governments everywhere can better focus on the true needs of their citizens. In their attempts to deliver better services and information, the emerging e-governments in many countries should use the resources at hand to change the way government works. By providing faster and more flexible services, e-governance can give priority to environmental issues and elicit the cooperation and personal involvement of every individual in the race to save the environment.

The Global Marshall Plan Initiative could assume a crucial role in the implementation of global environmental governance. By raising awareness on a grass-roots level and among decision makers, the Initiative could help to generate political will for change and elicit the cooperation of politics, business, science, and civil society in the effort to implement international and regional policy for the protection of bios.

Bio-economics

Environmental destruction is cheap, because the preservation of life on our planet is not recognised as a genuine profit to society and the true costs of economic activities such as agriculture, mining, fishing and forestry are not taken into account. A three-dimensional approach to economic development, with the environment at the core of all structural and fundamental economic policies, could help to redefine the concept of profit so that it focuses on health, quality of life, education, culture, and the protection of biodiversity as a measurable part of a nation’s prosperity. 

[image: image1.png]e
\;\§&\\‘\\\\“\\\ —

—

Health - Safbty- Justice - Happiess- Co-existence with
all s of s External and Inernal Wealth - Mieto-
Exvironscent - Mocr-Exvvironmment

‘Diachzonic Values for Sccisty - New Criteria for
Business Compatible with Quality o Life

Hational - Global - Bios Rights - Bio-Diversity Global
‘Waning - Ozone Derletion - Overpopulation - Foverty -
Demivation

“Tie and Space Scale - Histarical Persective -
Millonniura Approach Clearex Production.

Tnterdependence - Inermational Coperation - Third
World Vieved os Partrer

‘Dursble Developent - Ineraalizing External Costs -
Consyes Protection

Hew Mbdels of Participatory Deraocracy- World
Eeforendun - Deferse for Bios

Biosenitic Crarieula in Econaraics -Sablites
Eduation

Intomet Conuuunication Feedback - Satlite Diffsion of
Information - Mketing

Frotectionof Resmuces - Stuyof Bios Models

Tew Opportuifios for Exuployment in Bio-
Environental Protetion - Green Salary for
Unemploved.

rt, Cultural Vales, Tradifions





Corporate social and environmental responsibility

Around the world, corporate citizenship is being influenced by deeper social changes that make it necessary for companies to espouse environmental standards. With pro-environmental shareholders entering into dialogue with decision makers, corporate behaviour on the environment can be steered towards a direction that can meet the needs and demands of the global public and civil society.

To succeed in capturing new markets, the enterprises of the future will have to align their growth strategies with providing solutions to the world’s most pressing challenges: clean energy, the protection of natural resources, safe water and food. Corporate social and environmental responsibility have entered the mainstream, as companies are facing growing pressure to be responsible citizens. When companies minimise their environmental risks and foster ethical policies, they may also gain a competitive advantage by reducing costs, improving the quality of their products and services, and gaining access to new markets. As many public and private investors refuse to endow companies that pollute the planet and place the health of the world’s population at risk, investments are increasingly directed towards businesses that meet the basic standards of environmental responsibility (see www.biopolitics.gr/e-Library/Bio-Economics). 

Eradicating poverty and fighting hunger

Poverty and food security are social and economic issues, but are also at the root of many environmental problems in developing countries. As world population expands in these regions, the ability to provide basic necessities is threatened. In the 21st century, policy will have to complement development policies and programmes with the aim of increasing food production and personal incomes without further degrading local environments.

Food security – providing all the people with sufficient food at all times to meet their daily dietary needs for a healthy and productive life – is an essential precondition for economic and social development in every country. It depends on the availability of and access to food, and on proper food use. Achieving food security is more than just an issue of food production, nutrition, and food aid. Hunger is a severe manifestation of poverty, and alleviating it depends in the long run on sustainable and broad-based economic growth and income generation. In most countries, these depend on a productive, competitive, and environmentally sound agricultural sector. To achieve these conditions, underdeveloped countries must invest in rural areas to strengthen infrastructure, and to restore and conserve critical natural resources for food production. This requires both public and private investment, and the political will to implement the necessary changes. 

Bringing the global economy into harmony with the environment, society and culture is also the mission of the Global Marshall Plan Initiative. It is hoped that with the support and active engagement of the leaders participating in the Initiative, an improved and binding global framework will evolve to help eradicate poverty, reduce the gap between north and south, and address the urgency of adopting environmental values as a priority in economic development.
Bio-culture

Today’s society may be illustrated as an inverted and therefore highly unstable pyramid in which societal and cultural values are heavily influenced by developments in the realm of technology. It is vital that we correct this imbalance and move to a stable society, characterised by respect for bios and the environment. B.I.O.’s educational and awareness-raising programmes are directed at the development of a bios promoting “bio-culture,” which can help to restore the stability of our human and natural environments. 
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To create a world in balance and reconcile economic growth with the environment, a new vision in every aspect of development – industry, energy, transport, agriculture and regional development – is needed. Working to sustain what already exists is not enough. With new challenges constantly arising and with an increased awareness of the urgent need to take action against destructive trends, the time is ripe to find more comprehensive, long-term solutions to protect our planet and guarantee a balanced society for the future. To achieve this goal, bio-culture seeks to enrich sustainable development with new concepts by encouraging the cooperation of technology and the arts so that every human endeavour may contribute to the protection of the environment and bios.
The networking opportunities provided by the Global Marshall Plan Initiative can promote a collective and concerted effort to instil the values of bio-culture and achieve a global appreciation of bios. The Global Marshall Plan Initiative can also join the efforts of B.I.O. to encourage a new vision, beyond sustainable development, which can provide the necessary incentives to explore possibilities leading to more just and safe global management. 

Bio-education

To meet the challenges of the new millennium, education requires a radical shift away from intra-disciplinary entrenchment and into creative and thoughtful action for the development of the highest potential of each individual for the benefit of the world and future generations. In the digital age, bio-education can use the new options made available by technology to offer countless opportunities for information and education that can reach every citizen on our planet. e-Learning is placing a wealth of educational material and resources online, making knowledge accessible to virtually every corner of the world. Through a truly integrated environmental education, we can achieve a developmental framework that places people and the planet before profits. Allowing for cultural differences to emerge as the beauty and wealth of our planet, can inspire society with new values and lead to responsible and committed leadership.

Within the framework of bio-education, the Global Marshall Plan Initiative can contribute the necessary dynamics to pass on, effectively and on a large scale, the knowledge and adaptable skills needed to educate people objectively, scientifically, globally, and free from vested interests or regional attachments.
World Referendum 

Advances in communication technology now provide the unprecedented opportunity for all the people of the world to become actively involved in the great issues of our time and to be able to cast a vote through the internet from any corner of the globe. How can we engage everyone in the race to save the environment? B.I.O. has proposed a worldwide referendum on the urgency of saving bios and the environment through the internet. By giving every individual the opportunity to simultaneously make their voice heard, new pathways for participatory democracy will be established. Public opinion on saving the environment can no longer be ignored. A global mobilization for the reversal of destructive trends would result. You can cast your vote www.biopolitics.gr/Referendum
As declared in the Global Marshall Plan Initiative’s mission statement, although the challenges we face are huge, the collective and concerted use of our individual power can change the world. In its capacity as a forum of enlightened leaders from diverse cultures, nationalities, and intellectual disciplines, the Global Marshall Plan Initiative could assume a pivotal role in promoting the World Referendum, with the aim of creating a world in balance for the benefit of bios and future generations.

A view to the future

Science and technology alone cannot cope with the growing environmental crises. To be effective in reversing destructive trends, we need to seek wisdom in the time-spanning ideals that have defined human culture and have shaped our civilisation. Mythos – the mythological legacy of humanity – and the ancient traditions of the world can help us to restore the vital equilibrium between nature and society that we seem to have lost. Today, the knowledge of traditional societies about genetic varieties of grain crops, for example, is rapidly being lost. In its extensive work world-wide, B.I.O. emphasises the importance of drawing from the deeply rooted past in order to enrich the present and inspire the future with new bios promoting values. We are at work constantly to remove negative stereotypes and to promote a new culture, where a better quality of life, history and tradition can be shared with the environment and biodiversity and lead to a society of hope and a new vision.

Similarly, the Global Marshall Plan Initiative is an enlightened concept which can serve as a beacon of hope and contribute to a balanced and equitable world, where a decent income can be guaranteed for every citizen and the protection of bios will be at the heart of policy-making. A ticking clock is constantly reminding us that we are running out of time. Let’s act now before it’s too late.

Millennium of Peace

Can you hear the gong

resonate the dawning of the new era

Can you see the bright stars

send messages of light and hope

Can you feel the breathing

of every creature on our planet

the waves of love

the whispers of life

Can you listen to the beat of your heart

embrace us all with warmth

Share the new vision

of joy, peace and harmony

A. Vlavianos-Arvanitis, 1998
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