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Biopolitics is the key to a better world, says Greek academic
l" 5
KON
13. AVRASYAE TEM;\YIS 201

Font Size: Larger|Smaller
Friday, May 7, 2010

GUL DEMIR and NIKI GAMM
ISTAMBUL — Hiriyet Daily News

Arvanitis: There is an urgent need to incorporate the values of appreciation and
a better understanding of life at all levels

Since 1985, the Biopolitics International Organization, or BID, has developed
rapidly while representatives from more Hlan 40 countries are partu:lpahng in
efforts to implement the BIO goals. Individuals and ed jonal i

have already included BIO ideals and resolutions in their work and curricula.

B TS
DOne of the latest additions to the many courses available has been published e
this year, "Envi tal Ed: jon for Sustainabl ! tin Turkey.”
The course has been prepared in cooperation with the Uni ity of Ankara and
the Municipality of Cankaya.

If one wanted to summarize what 10-time Nobel Peace Prize candidate Professor
Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis is fighting for, it is included in the following statement.
Itis behind her founding the non-profit Biopolitics International Organization, or
BIO, in 1985 in Athens.
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Arvanitis: There is an urgent need to incorporate the values of appreciation and a better
understanding of life at all levels

Since 1985, the Biopolitics International Organization, or BIO, has developed rapidly
while representatives from more than 40 countries are participating in efforts to
implement the BIO goals. Individuals and educational institutions have already included
BIO ideals and resolutions in their work and curricula.

One of the latest additions to the many courses available has been published this year,
“Environmental Education for Sustainable Development in Turkey.” The course has
been prepared in cooperation with the University of Ankara and the Municipality of
Cankaya.

If one wanted to summarize what 10-time Nobel Peace Prize candidate Professor Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis is
fighting for, it is included in the following statement. It is behind her founding the non-profit Biopolitics
International Organization, or BIO, in 1985 in Athens.

“There is an urgent need to incorporate the values of appreciation and a better understanding of bios [life] at
all levels of education and to incorporate the progress of the biological sciences in fields such as philosophy,
diplomacy, economics, law, media, and others, since technology may be viewed as the pathway leading to a
better future.”

She recently told the Hiirriyet Daily News & Economic Review that as a biologist, she wanted to share the
beauty she saw in biology with the rest of the world. But mankind has engaged in the pursuit of wealth and
wars and conflicts instead of an approach toward a comprehensive approach that respects human diversity
and the wonder of life on earth

AVRASYA
EKONOMI
9ZiRVESI

; EURASIAN
ECONOMIC
SUMMIT
ISTANBUL 20810

_ Summit News on Media -
[Fearets cary wewe Energy Diversification

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Al1%20Users/Documents/...

13/5/2010 1:33 pp



13th Eurasian Economic Summit on Media

2 of 4

Vakfi
“This can’t be excused any more. We have to think about the cosmos, which is beautiful,” she said.

Since then, BIO has developed rapidly, and representatives from more than 40 countries are participating in
efforts to implement BIO goals. Individuals and educational institutions have already included BIO ideals and
resolutions in their work and curricula.

Looking back at 2009, Arvanitis said she saw an environmental and economic crisis that was closely linked
and required an unprecedented level of international cooperation.

She said she blamed environmental degradation and global warming on a broad range of human activities. In
her opinion, the most important of environmental concerns is climate change, followed by global warming.

Protecting the planet a fundamental responsibility

“Any serious global effort to combat climate change must begin with the energy sector and the development
of alternative energy sources and fuels. Additionally, the security implications of climate change are attracting
increased attention. The potential consequences of the environmental degradation associated with climate
change are grave, and may, in turn, increase a range of risks to human security, including the risk of deadly
conflict.”

Arvanitis said she sees protecting the planet’s health and security as a fundamental responsibility. She also
suggests new structures, such as a society of hope with technology as the means of protecting life that needs
to be built. Not only does this involve society but it extends into the area of governance.

She said she was working on promoting international legislation of what she calls “Bios Rights.” Since all
forms of life are threatened and what boundaries that exist are man-made, new dimensions of understanding
have to be taken into consideration and serve as the core of think and action.

Stressing that international cooperation is necessary for understanding life better, Arvanitis said nations have
an international task that parallels their internal problems — advanced nations could use communication
satellites to increase public awareness through a worldwide educational campaign.

The quality of life in all fields of human endeavor has to be improved and this can be done by assessing
technology through the lens of life, she said. By emphasizing the positive aspects of technological
contributions, life in this new millennium may benefit.

Arvanitis said Greece would be the ideal place for people to meet and assess progress and values and has
even gone so far as to propose a “Bank of Ideas.”

Of course for Arvanitis the biological sciences form the center of her thinking. She said she would like to
make public opinion more sensitive to the ramifications of these sciences and their impact on other fields of
study.

Arvanitis was in Istanbul for the Marmara Foundation’s Eurasian Economic Summit where she spoke. “The
Marmara Foundation’s meeting is a good place for an exchange of views since so many people are attending
the meeting, even from Central Asia. Istanbul is in a significant position because of its geography. Greece can
offer much too. Friendship between the two countries can cultivate joy for human beings and life.”

Dr. Arvanitis® late husband was recently honored with a special ceremony for the work he has done in regard
to the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate and his involvement in the repair of churches. Patriarch Bartholomew
first had contact with BIO when he was still the metropolitan of Philadelphia in 1987 and later after he
became patriarch he was invited to other meetings.

Arvanitis said she believes the patriarch has been strongly influenced by the work done by Biopolitics.
Focus on bio-education

BIO is deeply involved in the educational field, she said, especially in the “development of curriculum
materials for pre-school, elementary, middle and higher levels of education. Universities and colleges are
being encouraged to review their curricula and include Biopolitics in the study of theology, law, political
science, the arts, business economics, since these fields are directly related to the biological sciences.
Already, several universities have included Biopolitics as a course or major.”

Over the past 25 years, BIO has hosted a variety of Greek-Turkish events with participants that formulate
policy and make a difference, she said.

“This is important if we wish to assure the continuity of bios — life on our planet — and to place the
environment at the heart of our thinking and action. New ethics, with the environment at the core of every
endeavor, can help us to overcome negative stereotypes and build a truly civil society, where respect for all
life will constitute the primary asset.

“In promoting governance with a vision of sustainability, BIO has emphasized that a global effort in defense
of the environment can enhance international understanding and inspire common action for environmental
protection and peace. Through the International University for the Bio-Environment, which we launched in
1990, we have used environmental education to vaccinate society with new thinking.”

BIO has prepared a series of e-learning courses to place environmental education at the fingertips of every
concerned citizen. These program places “educational material online with the aim of providing
interdisciplinary models with environmental considerations and bioethics in every specialty. Since the
inception of the BIO e-learning program in 2003, students from 77 countries have enrolled in e-learning
courses,” she said.

One of the latest additions to the many courses available has been published this year — “Environmental
Education for Sustainable Development in Turkey.” The course has been prepared in cooperation with the
University of Ankara and Municipality of Cankaya.

The book with a CD is a comprehensive view of Turkey with suggestions about what might be done in the
future. Biopolitics is involved in 100 places or more throughout Turkey, not just in Ankara.

Arvanitis also praises Professor Rusen Keles highly for all the help he has given the organization in spreading
its message around the country.
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