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          Athens Money Show
Biopolicy – Building a Green Society
Climate Change Strategy after Copenhagen
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A seminar themed “Biopolitics – Building a green society – climate change strategy after Copenhagen” was sponsored by the Biopolitics International Organisation (B.I.O.) at the Athens Money Show on December 19, 2009. The event was held in the framework of a broader educational programme on “Sustainable development and reinforcement of the role of youth in building a green society,” with the support of the General Secretariat of Youth.
The aim of the seminar, which focused on issues of climate change, economics, policy, culture, education and Olympic values, was to discuss and analyse the development of a Green Society, as well as strategies that nations must pursue after the COP-15 conference in Copenhagen, in order to restrict climate change and cope with the consequences of global warming. The views exchanged contributed to the promotion of the formation of a new environmental strategy, conveying a strong message for a future society of hope.
The event was chaired by Prof. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, President and Founder of the Biopolitics International Organisation, and featured the following speakers: Maria Louisa Silva Mejias, Deputy Coordinator of the United Nations Environment Programme Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP); Dr. Christos Efthimiopoulos, Researcher at the Department of Astronomy and Applied Mathematics of the Academy of Athens; George Kazantzopoulos Consultant on Sustainable Development; Dionysia Avgerinopoulou, Member of Parliament; and, Theocharis Provatakis, Director at the Ministry of Culture.
In her opening speech, Prof. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis emphasised that it is time to focus on the way in which the current financial and environmental crises can contribute to a new societal structure. “It is important to listen to the clock ticking. For biopolitics, time is of the essence and it is the main reason why we are gathered here today. Technology is key in providing the needed answers to limiting climate change, but if we do not change our value system, if we do not set the right priorities, and if we do not deal with these dimensions in a positive way, we will not be able to build a new society and convey a positive message to new generations. The ultimate goal of the Biopolitics International Organisation is education, which we have been pursuing since 1991 when the International University for the Bio-Environment was founded. We try to make the world realise that the environment concerns all sectors of society and all aspects of knowledge. I believe that the young scientists who are gathered here today and who have been taking our e-learning courses, understand the need to move to a new direction, and the momentum necessary can be provided by the Olympic Games, which have to change radically. Since 1985, we have been promoting the environment in the Olympic Games. ‘Athlos’ means achievement. Achievement in every sector of society, in every discipline. A Green Society has to participate in the Olympic Games with every dimension of its creativity, action and thought.”
The agenda of the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan was discussed by Maria Louisa Silva Mejias, who explained that the main goal of the Plan is the enforcement of the Barcelona Convention, signed by all the Mediterranean countries, and its seven protocols which address specific aspects of Mediterranean environmental conservation such as: the Dumping Protocol (from ships and aircraft); the Prevention and Emergency Protocol (pollution from ships and emergency situations); the Land-based Sources and Activities Protocol; the Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity Protocol; the Offshore Protocol (pollution from exploration and exploitation); the Hazardous Wastes Protocol; and, the Protocol on Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM). Ms. Mejias also addressed the role of the MAP concerning climate change issues, mentioning that “it no longer matters whether climate change arises from human or natural causes. We have to focus on climate variation, and, therefore, on the development of technology to diagnose and cope with seasonal fluctuations.” She talked about the future plans of the MAP referring to four main issues, namely: the reinforcement of scientific research; the improvement of sea and coastal ecosystems through low-cost solutions; structural changes pertaining to the regulation of coastal construction activity; and, renewable energy sources with a focus on the suitability of materials. Finally, Ms. Mejias concluded with a hopeful message: “Each year, actions become more targeted and have better results.”
“The question of whether climate change is anthropogenic or not is of minor importance,” stressed Dr. Christos Efthimiopoulos. “What matters is to have a strategy to restrict climate change, even if it is not a result of human activity. Every country places the blame on other countries. We just saw this happing in Copenhagen. Allocation of responsibility is a side issue. The only question we should be asking now is what action to take. Presently, scientists educate the younger generations, and mould their behaviours and actions. Bio-education, as promoted for years by B.I.O., aims at the attainment of a code of ethics that will allow these changes to be better understood by the general public and endorsed by leaders.”
George Kazantzopoulos referred to the Athens Olympic Games of 2004, where the Greek community served as a model of success and efficiency, which, however, was not further taken advantage of. He stressed that “The Olympics mark drastic changes for the host countries. They inspire continuous and quick innovation concerning the environment and sustainable development, but an equally important role in the building of a green society is played by ethics, as repeatedly emphasised by biopolitics. In preparing for the 2012 London Olympics, special attention has been given to the participation of spectators and athletes with disabilities. All athletic facilities will be made accessible through electronic platforms, the right infrastructure and specialised staff, without inordinate costs. This will convey a sense of social inclusion and better living conditions for those, who, for whatever reason, cannot easily participate. Beyond their social ramifications, however, the London Games will also provide the opportunity for a whole cycle of environmental impacts to be examined, along with ways of reducing energy consumption in order to lead to a smaller carbon footprint. Furthermore, in view of hosting the 2016 Olympic Games, Brazilians are prepared to plant close to 10 million trees in a ‘Carbon Park’ in Rio de Janeiro to offset carbon dioxide emissions. This environmental initiative will create new employment opportunities, and also, according to the Kyoto Protocol, will help the country to allot carbon credits, leading to greater economic development.” Mr. Kazantzopoulos expressed his wish for the aforementioned examples to become part and parcel of all socio-economic policies, in Greece and abroad, because climate change may concern every country separately, but remains a global phenomenon.”
Theocharis Provatakis spoke about environmental legislative provisions and the message of hope conveyed by the Biopolitics International Organisation. “Humanity today is experiencing a crisis in values and environmental threats caused by various factors delineating the environmental problem. The world community has drafted legislative documents that were never enforced. To solve this problem, we need a methodical strategy, public awareness, international cooperation, the bridging of gaps, the revival of Greek values, and, above all, what Prof. Vlavianos Arvanitis has been promoting since 1985: collective action for bio-culture, bio-economics, bio-legislation, bio-education, and bio-diplomacy. Only then will the great environmental problem be solved and a better life achieved.”
Dionysia Avgerinopoulou thanked Prof. Vlavianos Arvanitis, whom she considers a mentor in life. She spoke about the Copenhagen Conference and mentioned that positive steps were achieved in reaching an agreement for political efforts to restrict global warming to 2 οC. However, while policymakers and campaigners focus on the 2οC target, experts agree that this target is already too high and global warming should be restricted to 1-1,5οC. “Politicians need to reinforce existing environmental institutions and create new ones. In this framework, the Centre for Climate Change for the Mediterranean was created with the aim of strengthening local action against climate change. A grassroots approach is also important. Society needs to follow the international fora, so that every citizen can be actively involved. There have been a series of failed decisions, so we need an effective institution that will help initiatives for the protection of the environment and public health to successfully pass from the scientific sector to the realm of politics and international agreements.”
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In the open discussion that followed, Prof. Vlavianos Arvanitis asked the speakers whether they thought the Copenhagen conference achieved its goals. She stressed that it was important that the world community was so noticeably mobilised, so that those in charge can no longer remain indifferent. Mr. Kazantzopoulos mentioned that Copenhagen’s success lies in the fact that we were all aware that something was going on. “We should all, in our daily lives, contribute to curbing climate change. It is essential to have information and action.” Ms. Avgerinopoulou proclaimed that “Just one day after the conference and we are already in the future. All we citizens know what we want.” Mr. Provatakis once again focused on the importance of a renaissance of values based on our cultural legacy. In conclusion, Prof. Vlavianos Arvanitis conveyed the following message: “The environment is the single most important element uniting us all. It is a genuine profit for society, leading to a better quality of life for all.”
The event achieved great success and was attended by a distinguished audience, including academics, professionals, and many young participants.
