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I would like to introduce Professor Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, who will discuss a subject which kept me awake a couple of extra hours last night, reading her fascinating new book, Green Salary. I was fascinated to see the extraordinary number of possibilities that exist, and very timely, coming precisely at a time of grave crisis. Any time we can think in creative, positive ways, it is very helpful, and I am sure, what you will tell us, Madam, will give us the possibility to come up with something very new. 
Biopolicy – Building a Green Society of Vision and Hope

Professor Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis
President and Founder of the Biopolitics International Organisation Member of the Balkan Political Club

Thank you very much, your Majesty. I look outside and I am inspired by the beauty of this place. I am pleased to see all the distinguished leaders present here today. I would like to thank President Zhelev for his leadership and for the opportunity to participate in this distinguished group. I would also like to greet President Demirel and President Constantinescu. I think it’s a true honor to be here and to be with you at this meeting with all the highly distinguished friends, some of whom I have known for years and some who are new friends. 
I would like to thank Minister Antonio Milososki for the great hospitality that he has shown us. Please convey to your Prime Minister how grateful we are to have this opportunity to be here and to listen to all the viewpoints. Sometimes each of us is isolated with thinking from only one perspective. That is why these meetings are so important. We must seek answers to our problems in a positive way. Through dialogue and good will, problems can be avoided. I think that only through a process of thesis-antithesis can we will arrive at a beautiful synthesis. This is what this meeting can be about and this is where our dialogue can lead us. I am very optimistic always, and I think that by the time we meet in Turkey, all these problems we are talking about will be resolved. If we seek the answers in a positive way, through good will, love, wisdom and truth, we will find them. 
I was inspired by what former Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Cetin said yesterday. He asked us to look into the future.  The problems were stated forcefully. As a person coming from the Hellenic part, I regretted very much hearing negatives about my beautiful country and my wonderful people, who are always near all of you, and who support the region and its neighbors in entering the European Union and in building a better future for their citizens. I don’t know why these problems were not avoided and how we reached this point, because with good will and mutual respect, I am sure they could have been avoided. Hopefully, after elections, solutions will be found and we will join together again in building a better future.
What are we to do at this moment in time? Today, we face a financial crisis; the whole financial system is spinning, and we do not know where it will end. This financial crisis is coupled with another crisis that is even more important - although people do not realize it - and that is the environmental crisis. Nonetheless, I think that we are given a tremendous opportunity.
When we look at the beauty of this earth, which is but a tiny spot in our universe, we must ask, why do we continue dividing ourselves? It doesn’t make sense. I am a biologist not a politician, and for me, the enormous beauty is to see the macrocosmos of the universe, but to also see the miracle of the microcosmos which we all share in our bodies and with plants and animals. As human beings, we have become too aggressive and too bound to the models of the past – such as divide and rule and aggressiveness – which do not lead us to the future that we need. This moment of the dual crises is a golden opportunity to create a new society, a new structure altogether, a Green Society in which we will rethink and reformulate how we handle our societies. 
We spent time discussing our differences, but now it is more urgent to hear the ticking clock. Every second should lead us to new thinking, to sharing and building a promising future which is urgently needed. This region – and the Balkan Political Club particularly – can play a key role, because in this region we have so much diversity, similarly to the human body, where the various parts perform specific functions. It is this diversity that creates our interdependence and the harmony. We are now aware of the mistakes we made in the past. Now we must turn the page. We must understand that we are all together, we are all dependent on each other, and we have this enormous richness in the region - a richness in language, in aesthetics, in culture, in nature – that we need as a force for positive momentum toward the future. 
How can we achieve this in a moment of crisis, a moment of great unemployment? The effort in my new book is to ask: How can we save life on this planet? How can we protect the environment and reverse unemployment? This must become our constant thinking; not how to divide ourselves, but how we can work together, how can we benefit from the differences we have? This is the beauty. We don’t want just one type of flower on this planet. We want many types, many religions, many colors of people, the diversity is what we want, to have the positive momentum and the strength to mold this new Green Society. 
Yes, we have unemployment, but millions of opportunities are also present. The problem of unemployment and the problem of environmental degradation can be tackled together through the creation of Green Salaries. Try to visualize completely new cities, with zero pollution, with green terraces, with urban farming. We can achieve it with better insulation for buildings, more trees and aesthetics, vertical agriculture. We are wasting opportunities that are present. We are polluting and destroying water resources with careless agriculture, and we are causing desertification. 
This meeting is a golden opportunity, because it is a NATO meeting, and NATO needs to assume a completely new role. Yes, there is a war – a major war – and this war has to be against climate change and the destruction of the environment. Now is the time for NATO and other international institutions to move in and clean the oceans, because the fish are disappearing. Now is the time to clean the soil that is polluted with chemicals and industrial wastes. Now is the time to reverse desertification and the onset of dry areas by planting trees. 
We need to work together, not saying that this is the border and my area is here and your area is there. E-commerce and e-learning are tools we can use, and we must not lose a minute in providing a new kind of education. We also need to convince the media of the severity of the problem – and this is where our leaders can do more– because now the press only gives us negative news. We don’t want to hear the negatives. We possess life which is an enormous gift. It is the positive energy that is the beauty, the harmony, the diversity. We have that. Why should we spend time on negatives? Why can’t we see clearly that if we all work together, we can reverse the negatives? 
I think that after a few months, or however long it takes to resolve the problems in the area, we can work together once again. I’m committed to working for the good of your country. At the same time, I am convinced that all of us are committed to working together to building a better future for our children. The only mistake we must be careful to avoid is to blindly accept technology as the answer, without fully understanding its consequences. The positive, life-supporting aspects of technology are great. We must not focus on how we can destroy each other. There is enough capability to destroy ourselves and the whole globe many times over. We need to convert technology to the positive, to cleaning the environment, to stopping global warming, to creating genetic banks to save biodiversity on our planet. This will create new jobs – green salaries - and opportunities for education and at the same time, still be profitable for business. 
I’m very grateful to have had the opportunity to share with you this feeling of joy, that we possess bios – life – and the feeling of love for our neighbors. I know we will find solutions together. I am very grateful to President Zhelev for providing this opportunity for the exchange of views. I feel that good will shall prevail, but I only hope that it will not prevail too late. Climate change is happening. A rise of two degrees in average global surface temperatures is a reality, and this will cause enormous environmental problems, but if it becomes four degrees, we may join the dinosaurs.
Harmony

With wings of the soul

I touch the golden waves of infinity

around, heavenly beauty like light

sparkles rays with colours of flowers

whispers the soil, awakens the earth

not like a mother, just like a daughter

of the cycle of wear

and the infinite of the eternal

the melody of the universe


is surrounded by the rhythm of harmony
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