THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM OF WOMEN FOR AN 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF THE ENVIRONMENT*

The International Forum of Women for an International Court of the Environment 

On the occasion of the International Conference on “The Protection and Sustainable Development of the Mediterranean-Black Sea Ecosystem” held in Venice, from 24 to 26 May 2007

Mindful of the contribution already made by the ICEF International Women’s Forum through the International Conference "Women, Justice and the Environment” organised by it in Venice, on the 5 and 6 May 1995 during which a special public simulation of judgments rendered in the most relevant cases of environmental damage on the various continents was presented. Through the participation and the testimony of women from different countries including Vandana and Mira Shiva and Indira Jaising from India, Roxana Salazar from Costa Rica, Esperanza Martinez from Ecuador, Vittoria Tauli-Corpuz from the Philippines, Marilena Uliescu from Romania and Rosalie Bertell from Canada as well as authoritative Italian delegates, including Pinuccia Montanari, Celestina Tinelli, Alesandra Zendron and Doriana Giglioli and many others

Being conscious that women and children prevalently but not only in Third World countries are very often the principal victims of environmental deterioration, degradation and disasters 

Disturbed by the continuing and accelerating rate of environmental deterioration

Convinced that the institution of an International Court of the Environment is necessary in order protect the sustainability of life on earth, to enforce the right to environmental information and participation and, above all, access to justice not only for States but for associations and individuals, to curb growing environmental damage at local, regional and international level which often interact, to guarantee the fundamental human right to the environment and to protect the global environment and biodiversity for future generations 

Desiring to raise the awareness of citizens everywhere as well as nations about this important project and to promote debate and information exchange regarding it

We appeal to all World Leaders, Heads of State, Governments, civil society and each and every concerned citizen to join forces with the International Forum of Women for an International Court of the Environment to call for the imminent establishment of an International Court of the Environment as a safeguard for the environment itself and for the generations to come. 

Sheila ABED de ZAVALA, Chair, Commission on Environmental Law, IUCN, Gland, Switzerland 

Bettina CORKE, International Alliance of Women, Aquila, Italy

Annalisa CORRADINI, Legal Service, Office of Environmental Law, Municipality of Reggio Emilia, Reggio Emilia, Italy

Francine COUSTEAU, President, The Jacques Cousteau Society, Paris, France

Maguelonne DEJANT-PONS, Head of the Spatial Planning and Landscape Division, Council of Europe, Strasbourg, France

Sophia EKBATANI, Editor of “Calyps Log”, The Jacques Cousteau Society, Paris, France


Deirdre EXELL PIRRO, International Relations Officer, ICEF, Rome, Italy

Patrizia FANTILLI, Senior Legal Officer, WWF – World Wide Fund for Nature, Rome, Italy

Majda KRSIKAPA, Advisor on European Integration and Harmonisation of Legisltaion, Supreme Court, Belgrade, Serbian Republic

Marianne LAUDATO, Office de l'Environnement de la Corse, Département Espaces Naturels et Protégés, Corsica, France

Pinuccia MONTANARI, Alderman for the Environment and a Sustainable City, Municipality of  Reggio Emilia, Reggio Emilia, Italy

Nilufer ORAL, Law Professor, Bilgi University, Istanbul, Turkey

Melia PYRGOU, Director, Legal Advisory Services, PWC, Nicosia, Cyprus

Letizia POSTIGLIONE BLOMMESTEIN, Project Manager, ICEF, Rome, Italy

Viktoriya N. RADCHENKO, Director, International Oceans Institute, Operational Centre, Kiev, Ukraine

Astrid RUSIN, Ministry of Public Works, the Environment and Urban Development, Monaco

Celestina TINELLI, Lawyer and Member of the Italian Judiciary Council, Rome, Italy

Agni VLAVIANOS-ARVANITIS, President, Biopolitics International Organisation, Athens, Greece

* Membership of and support for this Forum is strictly personal and should, in no way, be taken to necessarily reflect the views of the bodies which Members represent.
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