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TENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE BALKAN POLITICAL CLUB

Balkan Political Club: a Platform for Bi-regional Co-operation

4-7 October 2007, Arena di Serdika hotel, Sofia, Bulgaria

Organizers:      Balkan Political Club and Friedrich
Naumann Foundation
  Working languages:

     Bulgarian, English, Russian
Draft agenda – as it is to 28 September 2007!
Thursday, 4 October 2007
Arrival and Accomodation: Arena di Serdika hotel, Sofia

4 “Budapeshta” str.

17.00 hours
Registration of the Participants

17.00 hours 
Closed session of the Managing Board of the Balkan Political Club

20:00  h. 
Welcome reception, given by Zhelyu Zhelev, President of the Republic 



of Bulgaria (1990-1997)
Friday, 5 October 2007
Morning block
8:30 h. Registration of the Participants

9: 00- 9:30         Opening session

Zhelyu Zhelev, President of the Balkan Political Club, Opening speech

Georgi Parvanov, President of the Republic of Bulgaria, Welcoming speech
Session I. Civil Society, Non-governmental Organizations, Democracy
9:30 – 10:30  Part 1

Moderator: Emil Constantinescu, President of Romania (1996-200)
9:30-9:40   Zhelyu Zhelev, The experience of the Balkan Political Club as a unique regional non-governmental organization in Southeast Europe.

9:40-9:50  Suleyman Demirel, Black Sea Economic Co-operation and the needs of NGO’s boost.
9:50-10:00 Ulrich Niemann, The role of the Non-governmental Organizations for promoting the Dialogue between the EU and its nearest neighbors in Southeast Europe and South Caucasus
10:00-10:30 Debate

10:30-11:00 Coffee break

11:00 – 12:00  Part 2
Moderator: Suleyman Demirel, 9th President of the Republic of Turkey
11:00-11:10 Emil Constantinescu, Responsibility towards the Future Generations.
11:10-11:20 Akkan Suver, Nongovernmental Organisations in Eurasia 

11:20-11:30 Isa Gambar, “The civil society and its organizations in the transition to a new open world.”
11:30-12:00  Debate

12:00- 14:00 Lunch
Afternoon block 
Session II. Regional and Bi-regional co-operations: in quest for synergies

14:00 – 15:00 Part 1

Moderator: Lubisha Georgievski, Chairman of the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia
14:00 – 14:10 Mihai Razvan Ungureanu, Can the Southeastern European Forms of Cooperation be Replicated Elsewhere? 

14:10-14:20  Thierry Mariani, The New European Neighbourhood Policy
14:20-14:30 High Representative of the European Commission. The New European Neighbourhood Policy and the Eastern Part of the European Union.

14:30-14:40 Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, "European Patriotism - The possible role of the Balkan states"
14:40 – 15:15 Debate

15:15-15:45 Coffee break 

15:45- 17:00 Part 2
Moderator: Ivan Stancioff, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria (1994-1995)
15:45-15:55  Christer Persson, The co-operation among the Baltic States: the added value of the regional dimension.

15:55-16:05 Evgenya Koldanova, Challenges of the bi-regional co-operation in the context of the New European Neighborhood Policy

16:05-16:15 Arthur Baghdasaryan, The Caucasus-Caspian region and the EU: The perspectives of cooperation 
16:15-16:25 Dimitrios Katsoudas, 
16:25 – 17: 00 Debate

19:30 Reception 

Saturday, 6 October 2007
Morning block 
Session III. Security through dialogue and integration.
9:30-10:30  Part 1

Moderator: Murat Karayalçin, Leader of Social Democratic People’s Party in Turkey
9:30-9:40 Mladen Ivanic, Security through dialogue and integration: the example of the defense reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina
9:40-9:50 Lubisha Georgievski, The Art of the Compromise
9:50-10:00 David Usupashvili, Intensification and diversification of the dialogue Southern Caucasus-European Union.

10:00 – 10:30 Debate

10:30 – 11:00 Coffee Break

11:00 – 12:10 Part 2

Moderator: Constantin Mihail Grigorie, Ambassador of Romania in Ankara  
11:00-11:10 Solomon Passy, European Union – from the Balkans toward Black Sea and Caucasus
11:10-11:20 Werner Hoyer, "Have the Balkans arrived in the West? - And is the West ready for them?"  

11:20-11:30 David Shahnazaryan, "Southern Caucasus: Problems of Regional Security”
11:30 – 12:10  Debate

12:10 – 14:00 Lunch

14:00 – 17:00 Afternoon block
Session IV: Bi-regional co-operation in education, science, culture and economy

Moderator: Yahia Tezel, Professor in Ankara University 
14:00 – 14:10 Hovhannes Igityan, “Enlargement of the EU - new challenges and opportunities for the Caucasian region”,  
14:10-14:20   Dimitrios Triantafyllou , Regional Cooperation between the European Union and the wider Black Sea area -- the cases of education, culture and science.
14:20-14:30 Naum Yakimov, The Role of the Academies of Sciences in the Bi-Regional Scientific Co-operation

14:30 – 15:00 Debate

15:00-15:30 Coffee break

15:30- 17:00 Session V - Private session 
Moderator: Zhelyu Zhelev, President of the Republic of Bulgaria (1990-1997) 
Ivo Slaus, Proposal for establishing a statute of associated membership to fellows from Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.
Emil Constantinescu, Elections for new Board members and new President

Closing words of the President of the Balkan Political Club

19:30
Reception 

Sunday, 07 October, 2007

Departure of participants
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