Bio-education as a Climate Change Priority
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In a few weeks, the Copenhagen Summit will take place. Nations need to be committed to saving bios (life).  If the achievements are not as effective as we expect, then we need to think of the next step. It is clear that we are all in the same boat. If one part of the boat sinks then we all sink. We are in this together. Therefore, a new society needs  to be built. We need to avoid the mistakes of the past and build a Green Society. This is the proper time to analyse the choices, the opportunities and the needed new strategies.
The Balkan Political Club offers an excellent opportunity to concentrate on this reform. This vision needs to include the reversal of unemployment, the bio-assessment of technology, less polluted cities with zero emissions, as well as a series of other projects that need to be implemented.   
Bio -education as a tool

In 1991, we created the International University for the Bio-Environment (I.U.B.E.) The goal was to place the protection of the environment at the core of learning, to change the fragmented system of education and mobilise new thinking. In order to cope with the 2oC rising temperature and to avoid the 4oC or 6oC scenarios, worldwide education is needed. The perfection of the internet has given the opportunity to B.I.O. to expand its e-learning programme into 30 courses on sustainability. Several thousand representatives from 79 countries have participated in this project.  
Green Salaries 
The “Green Salaries” concept was first introduced as a way to reverse unemployment through efforts for environmental protection. It opens the possibilities for employment potential, an ethical imperative in a responsible society. Under the Green Salaries proposal, the unemployed could be offered the opportunity to work in some area related to the environment and thus earn a “green salary” for their contribution. No structural economic changes are necessary, if governments already have an unemployment strategy in place. 
Environmental preservation is essential for economic growth and businesses are beginning to understand that without the long-term sustainability of the planet’s resources their profits will be short-lived. Further, adopting environmentally conscious practices can actually improve competitiveness by spurring companies to invest in and adopt more economically efficient manufacturing and production activities that satisfy a growing public demand for safer and “greener” products and a cleaner environment in which people can live and work. Beating the competition means improved overall business performance, an essential factor in a company’s ability to expand its workforce. 
Bio-assessment of technology 

We live in an age of rapid technological change. New technologies are continually being introduced in every area. Often these technologies are applied before we fully understand what their impacts are on humans and the environment. A bio-assessment of technology would bridge the gap between technological and economic progress and societal values.
It is imperative that we develop more sustainable energy sources, such as solar, wind, and geothermal, as well as develop new energy technologies, such as algae fuel, microbial fuel cells and hydrogen, which do not pollute the atmosphere and which do not contribute to global warming. 
Nanotechnology is a promising new technology that can offer greatly improved efficiency in almost every facet of life. It will offer better built, longer lasting, cleaner, safer, and smarter products for use in the home and in energy, communications, medicine, transportation, agriculture and other industries. It could perform delicate surgeries and reverse the aging process. It may assist in curing cancer and destroying viruses. However, in the medical field particularly, nanotechnology carries grave risks and very little is known about its effects. 

Nanotechnology can also be applied to urban development. It can promote energy conservation by building better insulation systems, more efficient lighting and combustion systems, and stronger, lighter materials for transportation. It offers exciting possibilities for culture and the arts by giving us a picture of the beauty and symmetry of the microcosmos. Every living organism on earth represents a perfectly functioning system, well adapted to the environment as a result of millions of years of evolution. The design of the microcosmos and macrocosmos can inspire new dimensions in architectural models and city planning. 

However, nanotechnology also presents a dangerous side when it is used in the production of more powerful weapons and tools of surveillance. In light of the enormous possibilities offered by nanotechnology as well as the serious hazards it presents and its many unknowns, the principles of bio-assessment of technology should be applied to this industry, as well as to other new technologies. 

Biopolis- zero emission cities
Cities must become aesthetically pleasing places to live without pollution and blight. Bio-architecture provides us with an approach to demonstrate the application of biological patterns and natural materials to architecture and design. Living things can be considered in architectural and structural terms. This opens new possibilities in restructuring human settlements in accordance with environmentally-sound principles, and introduces the notion of a biopolis as an optimal strategy for urban planning. It is based on the application of clean energy sources, environmentally friendly materials, and the creation of a self-sufficient, aesthetically pleasing urban environment with clean transport and minimal waste generation. Converting our metropolises into green cities will involve the architectural, engineering and construction sectors and will produce many jobs and green salaries such as installing solar energy systems, insulating buildings, planting green spaces, tending rooftop gardens and urban agricultural plots, and many others. This approach would reduce harmful emissions, help to limit global warming, while also providing economic sustenance to address unemployment and the economic crisis. 
Coupling the financial and environmental crises 
The pursuit of narrow self-interest at both the individual and national levels has resulted in a global economic and environmental crisis which threatens peace and human well-being. Climate change is accelerating, melting polar ice and rising seas threaten entire island nations and coastal areas. The desertification of areas where agriculture is vital is increasing poverty. Plant and animal species are disappearing from the earth at unprecedented rates. Overcoming this crisis will require an unprecedented level of international cooperation. Nations and individuals must redirect their efforts away from conflict and the unbridled pursuit of wealth towards a comprehensive approach that respects human diversity and the wonder of life on earth. Bios – life – is the most precious gift on our planet and the bond that connects all living beings. A new structure of society, where the preservation of bios is valued over material gain, and peace and harmony replace discord and destruction is needed to enable us to overcome the current crises. 
A Green Society will lead humanity to a brighter future. A life-promoting vision that places the ethics of bios at the heart of societal structure can provide the necessary framework to end strife and achieve a better world.
