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This course was worth attending because it is very helpful. The lecture material is detailed and explained very clearly. I learned a lot of interesting and new facts about agriculture, agricultural management and policy, food security and quality, biotechnology and environmental pollution. The course has helped me to become more familiar with this important topic. After this training course, I have had new ideas on how to enrich and improve my seminar work with students. I am going to recommend the training course to other colleagues from my country. Professor Anna Dimitrova, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Industrial Technology, Department of Materials Science and Technology, Technical University of Sofia, Bulgaria
The material covered in this module has been of immense value to me, to say the very least. Though I may not be using it so directly in my day-to-day teaching, I am finding myself constantly making use of this knowledge to interact much better with the environment. In matters involving environmental pollution, soil erosion, waste disposal and how to best manage the environment, this module has been invaluable. Delaide Mungai, Lecturer, Kagumo Teacher’s College, Kenya
The material presented was really helpful, as Food, Agriculture and the Environment are very crucial issues in developing countries, as well as developed ones. I was studying how the conservation of forests has affected possibilities of extensive cultivation, and how rural people are prevented from managing their local resources. Agriculture for Rural development is major topic of interest to me, without ignoring the issues of food security and degradation. I will be able to use this knowledge in my research. Rabin Raj Niraula, Student, Central Department of Environmental Science, Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur Municipality, Nepal
Thanks for providing this opportunity to learn online. The materials covered are useful. I have a better understanding of the concept of sustainability as it applies to agriculture. In order to fully understand the concept of sustainability we need to understand all aspects of it: environmental, economic and social sustainability. Sustainable agriculture cannot be considered only as a form of agriculture to be recommended to farmers and encouraged with all the possible incentives. Sustainable agriculture is something more: a keystone for a sustainable society. It also puts people at the center of the farming system to increase resilience, income, and food security. I want to commend your organization for its good work on advancing the vital role of agriculture for rural development. Food Security is an important strategic objective. The materials clearly set out the challenge which is essential for the realization of the Millennium Development Goals. This is certainly true for Millennium Development Goal 1: the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger. It would be a good suggestion that the materials could also focus on one of the most vital concerns for food security in our world: the equality and integration of men and women throughout the agriculture sector. Studies show that when women are provided with equal resources, they can produce yields equal to those of men, if not more. But because there is a gender gap in access to resources like seeds, fertilizer, technology, and so much more, bringing women up to the same level of resources as men provides an important opportunity to improve overall productivity. Research also indicates that women are more likely than men to use their incomes to improve the well being of their families and communities. This is especially the case for children, as greater investments in education, health and nutrition for them will have long-lasting value. Many thanks. Kwang Boon Lee, Vice President, United Nations Association of Singapore
I really enjoyed taking this course. It covered many important aspects, raising my awareness on a wide range of different matters and giving me new ideas for prospective careers that I may try to pursue after my PhD. I am especially interested in conservation and how we are going to deal with the challenges of accommodating an ever growing population. I think most chapters contained important information regarding this wide subject and so I was interested in them all. Andreia Feijao, Student, EMBL – European Molecular Biology Laboratory, Portugal
I find this material highly informative, and essential. I have learned a great many things from the course, which helped me broaden my outlook, understand the importance of the topic, and, consequently, it will be of use to me in the future. I am sure to integrate the obtained knowledge into my studies and work. This year I expect to take part in the state student Olympiad in environmental science. Thanks to this course, I will be able to represent my institute with honour at the contest and, hopefully, take the lead. I consider the issues of quality and safety in agriculture and food production to be the most valuable aspect of the course. There is no other opportunity like this when I can find and learn so much information that has always interested me. As a future diplomat, I believe I will be able to incorporate the knowledge and experience gained into my own work. Maral Rahimova, Student, the Institute of International Relations, Turkmenistan
I write articles on the environment, water and, now climate change has taken centre stage. The course on Food, Agriculture and the Environment has broadened my knowledge of their interrelationship and, more importantly, on the issues of agricultural sustainability/forest resources conservation that are addressed by the UN-REDD+ programme. Also, I now know more about biotechnology and food security. This knowledge will enrich my reports. Bennett Oghifo, Correspondent, THISDAY Newspaper, Lagos, Nigeria
The material covered in the course is very very nice, crisp, informative and well designed. The chapters on organic agriculture and farming, and rural farming were well designed and valuable. This course will surely help me in my research work on climate vulnerabilities and coastal farmers. Thanks! Parth Sarathi Mahapatra, Project Associate, Institute of Minerals and Materials Technology (CSIR), India
First, I wish to thank you for giving me a chance to be part of this course. This is my second course and the modules helped me very much to understand the link betwen food, agriculture and environment. I appreciate the work done by the team of this course in chosing the topics and I will try to incorporate the lesons learned in my future work, considering that we, as a new state, are in a good position to start with those things. I hope that in the future this course will be taken by more people who can be the driving force for the next generations. I wish you succes in the future. Qenan Maxhuni, Biodiversity Officer, Kosovo Environmental Protection Agency
The material covered in the course helped me to understand and learn more about the environment and its connection with all levels of beings. For me it was important because my job is not related to the environment or its protection, but the course opened for me the world of nature and showed me how fragile it is. This course helped me to be a comprehensively developed person in the environmental field of study. The most valuable topic for me was nature protection. During my study, I had the idea for the climbing club “Agama” to hold some training sessions connecting alpinism to the protection of the environment and nature and to the steps which should be taken in this field. For example, alpinists can plant trees in the mountains in order to improve ecosystems and biodiversity. Olga Glushenkova, Program Officer, ICNL, Turkmenistan
The material covered in this course is useful to me, because I like to gather new information and to share it with my family and my friends. Maybe it will help me to better analyse the ecological situation in Russia and to think more about local problems in my city. The most interesting aspects for me were the information on biotechnology, food safety and agricultural waste management methods. I was happy to read references and a great number of examples, which were in each theme. Thank you! Ekaterina Petruneva, St. Petersburg State Polytechnic University, Russia
The materials and information provided in the course modules are very understandable, interesting and useful. They helped and facilitated my knowledge in environmental problems and challenges, and the understanding of their meaning. I used these materials to involve volunteers in environmental issues by teaching and assisting them. Zhanyl Mamunkulova, Program Assistant, Public Fund DCCA, Kyrgyz Republic
The course material has been designed in a very lucid manner so it is easy to grasp. The interrelationship between agriculture, environment and food security has been provided in a detailed manner, which helped me to understand the concept. This has been the best part of the course. I got a very clear view of this interrelationship and also its development all over the world. The examples made it a more interesting read, helping me to understand the reality of the situation. Overall, a very good read which helped to enhance my knowledge which I can apply to my present research work. Sonali Pradhan, Senior Research Fellow, Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology, India
The course material was concise and helped me to cover and understand many topics. The course content is multidisciplinary and cuts across themes and gives a holistic picture of the prevailing agriculture and development scenario. I work in the sector of bioenergy and biofuels, and food security is my current area of research. The material helped me to crystallize the concepts and put my thoughts into words. I have immensely gained from the course in getting a macro picture. The lessons learnt from the course will be put into use in my research, and I am now confident more than ever to handle agricultural issues. Santosh Kumar Patnaik, Scientist, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, India
I have found the course very interesting and educative and I am very happy that I have had a chance to be a participant of this course. I would like to use this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to B.I.O. I learned a lot of new and interesting things about environmental protection, agriculture and food safety. I hope to incorporate this knowledge in my future work. Thank you very much. Marina Ordulu, Turkey
I found a lot of the information in the course interesting and useful. I have learnt a lot of new things that can help me with my training process in the protection of the environment and the rational use of natural resources which is useful to my further work. As my area of study and future work are directly connected with environmental protection, I am intrigued by all areas studied in this course. The most interesting for me is the strategy for increasing biological variety by means of the introduction of organic agriculture. Olga Koval, Saint Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers, Russia

The material covered is a ready-to-use, handy guide for dispensing information. Particularly the summary and the question/answer section in each topic helped in clearing doubts and in easily understanding the material. I am involved in raising environmental awareness, and the topics covering natural farming, bio-fuel implications and genetic engineering aspects have been most useful, as these are burning topics here in India and people wish to know more about them. A clearer understanding of these concepts has enabled me to generate healthy debates among my peers and colleagues which brought up many interesting ideas. I also learnt many new aspects which I was not previously aware of. The EU’s Common Agricultural Policy also interested me a great deal, as it could serve as a benchmark for other countries. Puskar Pande, Environmental Officer, XIDAS, India
The material covered in the modules help me to better understand the current scenario of agriculture and food security across the globe. The course provided insight into various developments, issues, concerns, corrective actions, policies, and their framework, thus widening my sphere of knowledge. Being in Clean Development Mechanism consultancy, the knowledge gained here will surely help me in developing a better outlook and understanding of projects related to this sector. The material provided in the course module is very informative, as it not only gives the current global scenario of particular topics, but also illustrates the topics with examples making them easy to understand and supports them with authentic data. The details which are covered in the course are explained in a manner which makes them equally important as other major points. Undertaking this learning program was really a great experience Saumya Pandey, Management Trainee, IL&FS Environmental Infrastructure and Services Limited, New Delhi, India
The material in this course is very useful from the ethical point of view. It includes many interesting aspects connected with many disciplines which I now study for my specialized training. The most valuable aspect for me was the financial policy of the agrarian sector. The given material is presented from the economic and from the ecological point of view, making it useful in applications not only concerning agriculture, but also other areas. By possessing basic knowledge in this area it is possible to structure, competently, work in the areas interconnected with it. Gennady Potanin, Saint Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers, Russia
This course is very useful for me and my work performance. In my work I implemented some materials, for example: Biotechnology – benefits and dangers, land use, soil quality and water in agriculture, Agricultural waste management and Food security, Rural development and environmental sustainability – directions for the future. These materials I used in carrying out some lessons for school children, workshops for teachers, and meetings of an informal network of environmental organizations in Kyrgyzstan on climate change in Kyrgyzstan. And I am sure that I could also use the other topics in my future activities. Personally, I really liked the material on agricultural lands and urban agriculture and on agriculture and the environment. Elena Shilonosova, Head of Ecology Department, Republican Children’s and Young Centre of Ecology, Local History and Tourism, Department of Education, Kyrgyz Republic
The material offered for this course was really good. It covered almost all the related aspects. Some data could be more updated. Victoria Tsitsoni, European Economic and Social Committee
I studied the course material in detail and it fully coincided with the development issues that are covered in my project. I am working to ensure sustainable environmental health, by promoting safe water, environmental sanitation and hygienic practices. Knowledge on agricultural activity affects the quality of the environment. The topics of agricultural water pollution, the way agriculture prevents rural environmental degradation, agricultural waste management, and the significance of urban agriculture covered in the course module help me in my work of ensuring sustainable health. The way agricultural activity affects the quality of the environment is the most valuable aspect of the course, and I incorporate it in awareness raising and in the advocacy of my work. Nur Mohammad, Project Manager, Nabolok Parishad, Bangladesh
After completing the topics of the course material, I believe that they should be brought to the attention of every individual in order to create awareness of our nature and the environment. Diverse topics have been covered in such a simple and interesting manner. I am really glad to read and understand the topics and would surely advise people to learn about nature, agriculture, food and environment. Undoubtedly, I would consider biotechnology as the most valuable topic. I cannot incorporate this technology in my day-to-day work, as I am in an entirely different field, however I will surely try to raise awareness among people. Ankit Anubhav, Senior Analyst, Dell, Singapore
I really enjoyed taking this course. It covered many important aspects, raising my awareness on a wide range of different maters and giving me new ideas of prospective careers I may try to pursue after my PhD. I am especially interested in conservation and how we are going to deal with the challenges of accommodating an ever growing population. I think most chapters contained important information regarding this wide subject and so I was interested in them all. Andreia Feijao, PhD Student, European Molecular Biology Laboratory, Portugal
Personally, I do not deal extensively with topics such as food and agriculture; the underlying reason behind my interest in attending the course was exactly to acquire knowledge on the subjects and to try to incorporate some ideas into my future work endeavours. The provided papers hit the mark, especially the one dealing with agricultural waste management, which enlightened me about the potential of waste-to-energy procedures in the farming sector that are usually dwarfed by the talk surrounding private or industrial waste management strategies. Valerio Ponzo, Junior Expert, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC), Hungary
The material helped me in understanding lots of matters concerning the food and agricultural industry and its problems in providing food to the rest of the world. The mitigation of environmental problems in the world is only concerned with providing sustainable methods in the usage of today’s resources for tomorrow’s requirements. Amany Youssef, Alexandria University, Egypt
The material covered in the course module is very informative. The material on biotechnology and organic farming is the most valuable aspect of the course and it will be very helpful for the agriculture based programme of our organisation. Shakil Ahmad, Secretary, Riyayat, India
I have always thought that this kind of material is something that everyone should know about, read about and remember about. It is common knowledge and can help each and every one of us to be more aware of what is going on in the world and how one can participate in making it better. This course expanded my knowledge on the subject and will definitely help me write more about the connection between food, agriculture and environment in a way that will reach people’s hearts and minds. Ramona-Mariana Dragomir, Freelance Writer, Bucharest, Romania
I teach English to students of various ages and at times we come across some terms on agriculture and organic farming which I was not fully aware of before. Right now I can explain to my students a lot of terms and concepts I learnt in the course. The most valuable topics for me were organic farming and biotechnology. I appreciate all the time the professors spent on writing this course. Anna Grehova, English Teacher/Trainer of English Teachers, Turkmenistan
The materials in this course provided new insight into the subject matter. I am now able to appreciate much more the value of food, agriculture and the environment. Because the course was set at a very basic level of intended understanding, it was both easy to understand as individual units and as a whole. My field is very technical in nature and thanks to the approach to reach users in this course, I am now able to better appreciate and understand how my field of study, Geoinformation Technologies, can fit into this area. The most appealing aspect of the course were the examples used and how they fit in well to give an overall great discussion of the various sub-topics. Ron Mahabir, PhD. Student in Earth Systems and Geoinformation Science, George Mason University, USA
The course helped me to acquire a deeper knowledge of the topics covered, which I am interested in and which I enjoy very much. It also filled a gap in my biological education and will give me a better chance to find a job in the sphere of ecology. One of the most valuable aspects of the course is that it makes clear the interconnection of the social, political and environmental spheres. I like that this message comes through the material clearly. I do believe I will be able to incorporate what I have learned during this course in my future job. Kamelia Miteva, Bulgaria

As an economic advisor to organisations and enterprises, I was familiar with the traditional form of the issue of “Sustainable Development.” The introduction of the “green” dimension essentially redefines sustainability and allows me to reconsider my scientific perceptions, taking into account the improved efficiency of production factors and protection against natural degradation as new economic realities. Maria Paraschaki, Economist, Consultant to the Intermediate Administrative Authority of the Region of Crete, Greece
The online course offered a new structuralized perspective on the topic of Food, Agriculture and the Environment. At present, the Romanian scientific literature has quite a few resources that are up to date related to this field. As a potential teacher at The Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies in the field of Environmental Policies, this course offered me the possibility to have a basic background in my research and also to accumulate useful knowledge for my further activity. The first valuable aspect of the course was the fact that it is organised in an excellent manner, having separate modules for each field of interest, which helps a lot in understanding and using the information. The second valuable aspect was the fact that the course addressed the most important correlations among problems in managing a sustainable agriculture, under the circumstances of the growing pressures of population growth. Ţăpurică Oana–Cătălina, Ph.D. Student, The Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies, Romania
The material covered all aspects which are important and useful in a course on food, agriculture and the environment. The most valuable aspects of the course for me are water pollution and food quality. After studying this course, I understood how difficult your work can be if you do not know the main information about the subject. Thank you very much for this interesting course. Ovezova Tylla, Teacher of Music Theory, Turkmen Musical College, Turkmenistan
This course helped me a lot in learning how agricultural systems are developed and how to deal with regulations that can help the environment. As a lawyer who works on environmental law, the course helped me to know the reasons for the regulations and how they help the environment. Rania Ghallab, Private Attorney, Alexandria, Egypt
The course module has enabled me to have a broader outlook on environmental issues and to grasp the great effects that simple acts have on the environment. It helped me to integrate various aspects in my teaching and to give relevance to the courses that I teach. The most valuable topics were quality and safety in food and agricultural products. I have a research interest in the reduction of pesticide residues in rice and rice products and, thus, was energized by this module. Leonard Gitu, Lecturer, Jomo Kenyattta University of Agriculture and Tecnology, Kenya
This course gave me the possibility to extend my knowledge in the area of sustainable agricultural policy, on present agricultural, food security and environmental problems, and on applying recent regulations, directives and systems. I believe that this will be beneficial for future cooperation in projects relevant to the environment and food safety. Stanislav Zahov, Expert, Centre of applied military Epidemiology and Hygiene, Military Medical Academy, Bulgaria
The material is very interesting and deeply covers all the aspects, trends and consequences of the excessive use of chemicals and other problems. It does not help me particularly in my work, but, because the topics addressed are part of our life, civilization and habits, I consider it very important to be aware of the situation, and to know all the aspects of agriculture and the use of natural resources which are in equilibrium with each other and depend on the right policy, as well as on our good sense of the use of these resources, and on our responsible behaviour and actions. Guiliano Zamboni, Export Manager, Index SpA, Italy
The course content was good and helped me to learn the subject and its global issues. I have learned some new things during the course. A few global issues on food and agriculture are very pertinent for an agricultural country like India. I hope to use this information in my future work. Amit Kant Awasthi, PhD Student, National Taiwan Ocean University, ROC
The material has been very helpful to me, as it covers subjects which have only occasionally been addressed in my faculty’s curricula, but which are, in my opinion, essential both nowadays and in a future perspective. The most valuable aspects were the approach towards key-subjects on the current agenda, as well as the comprehensive and coherent informational content provided. I plan to further incorporate the information and knowledge acquired in my activity as an environmental and sustainability consultant in the consultancy company, which I plan to establish in the upcoming months. Natalia Ciobanu, MSc Student in Environmental Management and Protection, Faculty of Environmental Science and Engineering, Babes-Boylai University in Cluj-Napoca, Romania
The material covered in the course module helps me much in my work as I face a great amount of questions and disputes concerning the environment and agriculture every day. And I do need to deepen and widen my knowledge in these fields. Due to the fact that I am dealing with global climate change, greenhouse gas emissions and the Kyoto Protocol, the material related to the reduction of methane, carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide emissions in agriculture are the most interesting for me. I find all mentioned themes very actual and important for me and my work. On the whole, I really appreciate the opportunity you gave to obtain this knowledge. Vladislav Antypov, Business Development Manager, Global Carbon B.V. (The Netherlands, Utrecht), Ukraine
I am a Master’s student in Environment Management at the Forest Research Institute, so the course module was related to my Master’s degree. It helped me to better understand my classroom studies. The language of the material was easy to understand, and the course covered important aspects. The course interface showed the list of participants with their email addresses, so we could communicate with each other and enhance our global communication on various environmental issues. Thus, this course was very useful for us. Vinod Kumar Yadav, Student, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India
I really enjoyed the course module on Food, Agriculture, and the Environment. I have just graduated from university with a Biotechnology major. I intend to pursue higher studies in the environmental field next year. Therefore, your course helped me to deeply consider some issues surrounding food, agriculture and the environment. It supplies more knowledge for me to apply to my graduate program. Overall, I was most interested in the aspects of Biotechnology – benefits and dangers and Rural development. The relevant chapter begins with the question “Biotechnology: promise or pitfall?” I totally agree with you that there are two sides to the application of biotechnology and people should use it in a wise and ethical way to ensure sustainable development. In addition, Vietnam did not ever focus more on rural development. With your lesson, I now recognize how important rural development is and its positive interrelation with agriculture. Although I have not had the chance to incorporate your valuable aspects into my work, I think it will be very useful when I study and do my dissertation in my graduate program, as well as when I work later. Tram Nguyen, Dong Thap Province, Vietnam
When learning about different aspects of business operations – marketing, finance, management, etc. – we often forget about the importance of food, agriculture and the environment for everybody, thus this course has taught me many interesting ideas regarding environmental protection. Kerim Nuryyev, Student, International Master of Business Administration, I-Shou University, Taiwan, ROC
I found the course materials very interesting and informative. The course content is very strongly formulated. This course is very essential and beneficial for me and my future work, because my country is also a developing country with a strong orientation towards agriculture and is in huge need of modernization and upgrade of scientific resources. Thank you for the course! Ilhomjon Teshabaev, Procurement Specialist, Amu-Zang Irrigation Rehabilitation Project, The Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan
The material presented in the course is very informative and useful. I cannot say that my work is directly related to the topic, but I am deeply convinced that environmental problems should be considered in any sphere – be it business, education or governmental policy. That is why I think it is important to be knowledgeable about such problems and the issues related to them. The course gives a very good overview of the problems and of the latest tendencies and changes, both concerning the state of the environment and agricultural strategies. Now I can use this information in the situations related to this theme and also spread this knowledge to raise awareness about it. Elena Zorina, Alumna, Tomsk State University, Russia

Being one of the decision-makers at the Brest Regional Rural Entrepreneurship Support Center (an institution which promotes new technologies and provides support for farmers here in the Brest region of Belarus), it was a great experience for me to learn about European tendencies in biotechnology, benefiting agriculture and preventing environment degradation. Thank you very much for the course! Siarhei Mahonau, Lawyer, Brest Regional Rural Entrepreneurship Support Center, Belarus
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