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The material provided in the course was very interesting. It tells us about the real situation and current practices related to the improvement of the environment in a lucid manner. The material has given me a wide and better understanding of the word “green.” The information provided in the study material lays the foundation for “green thinking.” It clears several basic doubts related to environmental protection and quality improvement. It makes it easy to relate our each and every activity with the environment and assess its direct and indirect impact on the environment in both the short and long term. The examples illustrating the points mentioned further enhance understanding. Being a consultant, I found the course altogether helpful in providing me with a better understanding of various sectors and their basics, and, also, the impacts of various activities on our surroundings. It helped me in sharpening my analytical, logical and argumentative skills. It also kept me abreast with the latest developments in the “green field.” I am very grateful for being a part of such a nice course. Saumya Pandey Management Trainee, IL&FS Environmental Infrastructure and Services Limited, India
The course module has enabled me to have a broader outlook on environmental issues and to grasp the great effects that simple acts have on the environment. It helped me to integrate various aspects in my teaching to give relevance to the course that I teach. The most valuable topics were brownfield restoration and green employment in the transport sector. I have been involved in small projects on evaluation of heavy metals in underground and river waters, and in the use of agricultural wastes in production of ethanol, and now I have a broader view that can help me and others in applying and influencing the commercialization of the projects in an environmentally sustainable way. Leonard Gitu, Lecturer, Jomo Kenyattta University of Agriculture and Tecnology, Kenya
The online course offered a new structuralized perspective on the topic of Green Salaries. At present, the Romanian scientific literature has quite a few resources that are up to date related to this field. As a potential teacher at The Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies in the field of Environmental Policies, this course offered me the possibility to have a basic background in my research and also to accumulate useful knowledge for my further activity. The first valuable aspect of the Green Salary course was the fact that the course had been organised in an excellent manner, having separate modules for each field of interest, which helps a lot in understanding and using the information. The second valuable aspect was the fact that the course provided the most important topics in regard to assuring the adequate implementation of the green salary concept, emphasizing innovation and the importance of adopting such a perspective both for the environment and for society. Ţăpurică Oana–Cătălina, Ph.D. Student, The Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies, Romania
This course helped to me understand better how environmental policy encourages competitiveness and innovation in business, to find out more about how you can raise awareness of the economic and environmental importance of brownfield restoration and the return of environmentally impacted property to productive use, to show how more responsible management practices in agriculture and forestry offer opportunities for job development etc. This will help me in my future projects/courses than I am planning to organize for youth between 18-25years working for different NGOs. Simona Voican, Student, London School of Marketing, Bonn, Germany
I work for the Water Management Directorate in the Ministry, so I cannot directly apply most of the practices or initiatives in my everyday work. But this course has given me an overall idea and expanded my knowledge on the creation of green jobs and initiatives. I am of the opinion that I have more fully realized the importance of such green initiatives in the field of water protection and preservation and public campaigns for rational water usage among households and businesses in terms of their social and economic benefit. From now on I will keep in mind the opportunity to participate or promote such initiatives, either on behalf of the Ministry, or as an environmentally conscious citizen of the Republic of Bulgaria. Daniella Baulova, Senior Expert, Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria
I write articles on the environment and water, and, now climate change has taken center stage. The course on Green Salaries has broadened my knowledge of the inter-relationship of these issues and aspects of environmental conservation and business growth, as well as the future of the green economy. Bennett Oghifo, Correspondent, THISDAY Newspaper, Lagos, Nigeria
This course has been very interesting and useful for me. At the International Master of Business Administration (IMBA) program, we often focus on the business aspects of life. However, up until this course, I used to undermine the importance of the environment. Kerim Nuryyev, International Master of Business Administration, I-Shou University, Taiwan, ROC
The material which was available during the course is excellent and has enormous significance for teaching, by addressing many debatable issues in a lucid and presentable way. The information was exhaustive and will be very useful for my classroom teaching. As I am involved with teaching research pertaining to cleaner technology and one course in Disaster Management, the understanding developed from the material has enormous implications and will be an asset for me when facing the audience in the classroom and will make me confident to answer many of their queries. Professor Amitava Rakshit, Assistant Professor, Institute of Agriculture Sciences, Banaras Hindu University, India
This course is enlightening. Personally, I did not know, before now, that there can be opportunities in environmental issues like climate change/global warming, land degradation, etc. This course is also all-inclusive. Recently, I became a member of the research fellows of my institution, and basically, we carry out research on social issues like these. The materials are current, qualitative and rich in literature. Basically, my knowledge on climate change, especially regarding the opportunities offered by climate change mitigation, has been broadened. The impact cannot be measured, as my contribution to our research cannot be quantified. Every chapter of the course thrills me, especially green salaries, bio-tourism, art and environment, green buildings, green employment in the transport sector. Finally, I want to use this opportunity to thank the initiator of this program, Prof. A. Vlavianos Arvanitis, for her efforts to bring this course to beneficiaries like me free of charge. More powers to your elbow. Once again, I appreciate you and your team. Anyanwu Queeneth Odichi, Librarian, African Institute for Applied Economics, Nigeria
My work is associated with sustainable development, control of environmental protection activities and audit of a company’s facilities. Companies certified by ISO-14001:2004 are concerned about good track recording of environmental issues and well-timed trouble shooting. So I really obtained valuable information from Chapter 2 of the course module related to environmental policy, hiring greener employees, improving the green status of a company, incorporating green practices in the daily life of employees. The environmental regulations are becoming more stringent thus requiring investments in new technologies, equipment and personnel skills so we are required to be proactive and efficient. Environmental jobs anticipate new potential for companies currently oriented towards waste management opportunities. Chapter 3 is also a valuable element of the course material as it discusses essential aspects of environmentally sound business practices. Companies are also striving to comply with both internal environmental policy and national/international regulations so as to reduce environmental burden and contamination risks. Well-timed investments in making products greener and the local environment cleaner can help to avoid tensions with the local population and environmental authorities. The “polluter pays” principle is well described in the chapter and we apply it in our daily practices by incorporating the pollution-prevention element. Better monitoring assumes efficient management, as the sooner we reveal the non-compliance, the quicker we take corrective actions to prevent further degradation. Chapters 4 and 8 will help me greatly in making presentations about the eco-footprint and in preparing newsletters/bulletins about green buildings and a green homes campaign. I am grateful to the teaching staff for the detailed, valuable and informative learning materials that helped me substantially to improve my knowledge for future use in routine activities. Oxana Beloglazova, Senior Environmental Specialist, PetroKazakhstan Operating Services Inc., Republic of Kazakhstan
This course helped me a lot in learning more about green jobs, and how they can be applicable in all countries whether they are industrial or developing ones, and how we can solve the unemployment problem and help mother nature at the same time. As a lawyer who works in the field of environmental law and participate in the civil society in Egypt, this course gave me a lot of ideas that can be applicable in Egypt in order to serve the Earth and the human resource as well. Rania Ghallab, Private Attorney, Alexandria, Egypt
The given theme seems interesting to me, as, recently, mankind has been seriously hit by the unemployment problem. Since 2008, all the economic crises which have had an effect on all spheres of human activity have concerned the damage caused to the economy of our country. I have learnt many new and interesting ways to reduce unemployment and to give people the chance not only to receive money, but also to have a favourable influence on the environment, which, in my opinion is the most valuable aspect of the course. Olga Koval, Saint-Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers, Russia
From this course on Green Salaries, I have gained knowledge and understanding that we should not make a contradiction between growth and the need to protect the environment. Economic growth has to be “inclusive” so that it benefits all sectors of the population. For this to happen, change must come across the board, including to the way people live, the way they organize socially and the way politics are conducted. All the topics are relevant and interesting. Urbanization is defining the trend of the 21st century. Green growth is not only about combating climate change. Green growth is also a question of energy independence and therefore energy security – in other words, national security. Green growth is also good economics. Each of us needs to do our part to create a tremendous positive impact on our lives and the life of the planet. Many thanks. Kwang Boon Lee, Vice President, United Nations Association οf Singapore
The green salaries concept is in the budding stage in India and therefore this material has helped me in identifying and spreading awareness about the avenues of such fields. The topic on green buildings was very informative, as green buildings are being promoted in my country too. The incorporation of aesthetics into environmental planning and design was also a new concept; various examples showed how even seemingly small initiatives can grow to be big and provide valuable employment besides helping to enrich the environment. In fact, I was inspired to start my own website with the help of my classmate on dissemination of environmental protection (http:/greencleanguide.com) and analysis of environment related information after reading this course. Puskar Pande, Environmental Officer, XIDAS, New Delhi, India
The material of the given course considerably expands our outlook and shows the interrelation of economy and ecology, likely the most important areas at the present time. As the most valuable aspect of the course, it is possible to consider the curbing of unemployment through the achievement of a favourable environment. The economy is concerned with unemployment, and the achievement of a non-polluted environment is the main objective of ecology. The given aspects can find application at all levels of financial and ecological themes. In connection with my specialisation, it is very important to consider the interrelation established between the basic areas, including economy and ecology. Therefore, application of the given theme, in practice, is possible in all subsequent work of the ecologist. Gennady Potanin, Saint Petersburg State Technological University of Plant Polymers, Russia
I really liked this course because the materials contain a lot of ideas about how to create jobs for environmental protection. In my opinion, this question is very important for our republic. In my primary work activities I can apply this knowledge in such programs as “Ecocampus – environmental education building of the future” (topics include Energy efficient buildings – less waste more jobs, Greening the built environment and promoting zero emissions cities, Green employment in the transport sector, Working for cleaner environments and Esthetics and the environment and the green economy). The projects are implemented by the “AKMENA” Kyrgyzstan Public Association of which I am also a member. So I think that this course greatly enriched my knowledge and inspired new ideas. Elena Shilonosova, Republican Children's and Young Centre of Ecology, Local History and Tourism, Department of Education, Kyrgyz Republic
I think this course was worth attending because it is very interesting and helpful. The lecture material is explained in great detail. I learned a lot interesting facts about green ecology, green jobs and cleaner production. The course has helped me to become more familiar with this contemporary topic. After completing this training course I have had new ideas on how to enrich and improve my seminar work with students. I am going to recommend the training course to other colleagues from my country. Professor Anna Dimitrova, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Industrial Technology, Department of Materials Science and Technology, Technical University of Sofia, Bulgaria
I am teaching English to various ages of students and I need to be aware of current environmental issues. Green salaries, green jobs and bio-tourism were the most valuable aspects of the course. I will certainly share my gained knowledge with my students. Thank you for the great course! Anna Grehova, English Teacher, Turkmenistan
I consider the most valuable aspect of the course the fact that I learned examples in the field of green cleaning. It was a challenge for me to learn about green jobs and their benefits. Artan Beka, IT System Administrator, PTK, Kosovo
The material helped me to broaden my knowledge on opportunities for employment given by green salaries, which I learned during my course of work. I presume that in the future some of the information presented will be useful when preparing strategies or policies on the protection of nature/environment. Also, in my capacity as a citizen, the course is valuable to me, because I can share proposals and participate in activities for the improvement of our urban environment that replicate good examples and use suggestions from the lecture materials. Desislava Stefanova, Senior Expert, Ministry of Environment and Water, Bulgaria
The online course provided a detailed approach on the new European Union trends regarding sustainable development programmes. The material is very useful because my PhD dissertation is about promoting sustainable development related policies in the Romanian economy. Also, the course provided the basic background for developing new investment projects, and the practical examples may become real opportunities for developing new activities and SMEs in Romania. Florin Tache, Ph.D. Student, The Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies, Romania
The material provides thorough information and will be useful for my job, especially when dealing with tasks related to green growth. However, I would expect the renewable energy section to be more extensive. I would also suggest introducing references within the text. Vasileios Rizos, Trainee, European Commission – DG Environment, Belgium
The content of the course was interesting and covered most important aspects of the topic. It provided course participants with a solid basis, enabling further learning, understanding and exploration of these issues. Jelena Knezevic Jaric, Officer, “Endemit” Ecological Society, Serbia
The course helped me to acquire a deeper knowledge of the topics covered, which I am interested in and which I enjoy very much. It also filled a gap in my biological education and will give me a better chance to find a job in the sphere of ecology. One of the most valuable aspects of the course is that it makes clear the interconnection of the social, political and environmental spheres. I like that this message comes through the material clearly. Since we are slowly but steadily heading towards a sustainable future, I find the course very useful because it opened my eyes to green solutions in different businesses, developments and trends. I do believe I will be able to incorporate what I have learned during this course in my future job. Kamelia Miteva, Bulgaria
The course material has broadened our scope of reasoning concerning income generating activities linked with environmental conservation. We will be able to use this material to come up with new project ideas and enhance our lobbying techniques. We believe that we can learn a lot from the green buildings module. Masango Sone, Executive Director, Green Cameroon, Cameroon
This module was very helpful to me in the preparation of some of my teaching materials using valuable examples. Chapter 10 which explains about agriculture and soil management is particularly useful to me. A chapter focusing on climate change related to green salaries would also be useful. In addition, the material is very useful in the preparation of community related awareness programmes using renewable energy sources in the production process. Muthucumaran Sugirtharan, Senior Lecturer, Department of Agricultural Engineering, Faculty of Agriculture, Eastern University, Sri Lanka
I studied the course material in detail and it fully coincided with the development issues that are covered in my project. I am working to ensure sustainable environmental health, by promoting safe water, environmental sanitation and hygienic practices. I learnt that when environmental resources are not managed in a sustainable manner, their degradation can perpetuate poverty and hunger, an escalating problem in developing countries like Bangladesh. As we are racing to gain economic wealth and social advancement in a short-sighted manner, that is often more harmful than beneficial, the need to promote the sustainable use of resources on which the poor rely, becomes increasingly urgent and an area where the Green Salaries program can prove particularly beneficial. However, a green salaries program may be more appropriate for certain developing countries like Bangladesh due to a limitation of financial and other resources. In such cases direct assistance from developed countries may be a more appropriate approach for dealing with environmental problems while at the same time fighting poverty and hunger. In this context, an environmental corps could be formed to assist developing countries face the international environmental crises and achieve sustainable development. The needs are many, as developing countries face a plethora of different environmental problems, including but not limited to, improper management of water resources, encroachment of deserts as a result of saline intrusion in the coastal belt of Bangladesh, improper disposal of waste materials. Adopting different technologies, like waste management through recycling of solid waste (biogas plant, solid waste composting plant etc.), surface water treatment, and ground water recharge by rainwater etc. could create a lot of green jobs and protect the environment with the incorporation of green salaries issues in my work. Nur Mohammad, Project Manager, Nabolok Parishad, Bangladesh
As an economist and international business consultant, I had familiarized myself with the use of the individual terms of microeconomics and macroeconomics, like sacred or inviolable numbers, with a bureaucratic and technocratic dimension. These terms, however, in the framework of Green Development, also acquire the dimension of human quality of life and culture. Thus, the usefulness of my profession and its social recognition is being rediscovered in bioethics and ethical bio-development. Maria Paraschaki, Economist, Consultant to the Intermediate Administrative Authority of the Region of Crete, Greece
As a Master’s Student at the Faculty of Engineering specialising in Construction Management, I decided to write my Master’s thesis on the topic of Green Buildings. So I am interested in the topics related to my Master’s topic. Moneeb Genedy, Engineering Teaching Assistant, Shoubra Damanhour, Egypt
The Green Salary is a very new topic for me that I enjoyed throughout the study materials. Every case study included in the course was inspiring and motivating. With every new success story, I was imagining a successful environment-friendly nation. This course was really fruitful in the context that it developed my understanding of possibilities for creating green jobs in almost all sectors. As I am an environmentalist always focussed on the improvement of the environment, I will always be incorporating this knowledge in my work in the following days and years. Last but not the least, I was enlightened by this course. Rabin Raj Niraula, Student, Central Department of Environmental Science, Tribhuvan University, Nepal
The materials in this course provided new insight into the subject matter. I am now able to appreciate much more the value of green salaries and its relationship to the environment. Because the course was set at a very basic level of intended understanding, it was both easy to understand as individual units and as a whole. My field is very technical in nature and thanks to the approach to reach users in this course, I am now able to better appreciate and understand how my field of study, Geoinformation Technologies, can fit into this area. The most appealing aspect of the course were the examples used and how they fit in well to give an overall great discussion of the various sub-topics. Ron Mahabir, PhD. Student in Earth Systems and Geoinformation Science, George Mason University, USA
The overall assessment of the course is absolutely positive. Very often during my work I need to communicate with students who expect to graduate soon. The question of further employment is one of the most important for them. Therefore, the information from the course could be quiet useful to present a professional outline for people who will start working soon. I wish the course would include more case studies (especially the ones that include famous companies as a sort of professional motivation). Vladimir Kedrov, Environmental Management, Capital University of Economics and Business (CUEB), Beijing, China

The material covered in the course is interesting and thought-provoking, as the issues addressed are increasingly important and the awareness of people is still not strong enough. Environmental pollution is growing, just like unemployment all over the world. Thus, the burden on the environment is becoming so great that there are no chances for mankind to survive if thinking and acting are not changed in order to improve living in the social and environmental sense. Angela Altunian, Expert, State Fund Agriculture Paying Agency, Bulgaria
The module covered enough materials regarding green salaries, which could be relevant to my work in terms of the environment as a global issue, and has a very relevant correlation the with economy, particularly unemployment, as one of the issues that usually become a “threat” in implementing green initiatives due to prioritizing their urgency. However, in my opinion, the course module contains some degree of subjectivity and in some parts seems too idealistic in the solutions it proposes. The most valuable aspect of the course for me is the chapter on environmentally sound business practices, since it shows that the environment may be more than a marketing tool in business, but can also work as a competitive advantage which may benefit the company itself, the employees, the community, and the environment, at the same time. Gina Karina, Permanent Assistant Lecturer, Universitas Pelita Harapan, Indonesia
The material covered in the course module makes me think a lot about green salaries and green employment. Except for my main job, I am an active member of the social life of my region. Unfortunately the theme of green cleaning is not so developed in my country, unlike other developing ones. So, the examples given in the course module pushed me to try to implement some of them in Ukraine. I hope that the obtained information will not only be of theoretical but also of practical use. And I am very grateful for the examples given on the implementation of green cleaning, as well as green salaries as a whole. Vladislav Antypov, Business Development Manager, Global Carbon B.V. (The Netherlands, Utrecht), Ukraine
The course material helped me to better understand the intrinsic link between eco-building and employment opportunities. This year, I have been actively involved in green building and green economy projects, focusing mostly on the impact of such eco-friendly activities on the environment (curbing of greenhouse gas emissions, enhancement of energy efficiency within buildings, etc.) and on health (indoor pollution, hazardous material and products, health-related consequences, etc.). The well-developed papers provided during the course allowed me to gain insight on the social aspect of the green sector, which I can now try to incorporate in future activities/proposals within my scope of work. Valerio Ponzo, Junior Expert, Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe, Hungary
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