
Inaugural Lecture

Professor Nikiforos Diamandouros
European Ombudsman

Monday, 26 May 2008

Professor Nikiforos Diamandouros is, as of 1 April 2003, the European
Ombudsman. From 1998 to 2003, he was the first National Ombudsman of
Greece. He has also been Professor of comparative politics at the Department
of Political Science and Public Administration of the University of Athens
since 1993. From 1995 to 1998 he served as Director and Chairman of the
Greek National Centre for Social Research (EKKE).

He received his B.A. degree from Indiana University and his M.A., M.Phil.
and Ph.D. degrees from Columbia University. He has served as President of
the Greek Political Science Association and of the Modern Greek Studies
Association of the United States. In 1999 and 2000, he was appointed mem-
ber of Greece's National Commission on Human Rights and the National
Council for Administrative Reform respectively. In 2000, he was a partici-
pant in the Bilderberg Conference. Since 1990, he has been co-chair of the
Subcommittee on Southern Europe of the Social Science Research Council,
New York. He is also joint General Editor of the Series on the New Southern
Europe published by the Johns Hopkins University Press.

He has written extensively on the politics and history of Greece, Southern
Europe and Southeastern Europe and, more specifically, on democratisation,
state and nation-building, and the relationship between culture and politics.
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International Participation

Bosnia-Herzegovina Counsellor Slavica Bosnjak
Chile Ambassador Sofia Prats
Cyprus Counsellor Andreas Ignatiou
Cuba Ambassador Hermes Herrera Hernandez
Czech Republic Head of Mission Viri Vilek
Denmark Ambassador Tom Norring
France Counsellor Frederic Bereyziat
Indonesia Third Secretary Gina Fadilla
Iran Counsellor Hossein Talebi
Ireland Ambassador Antoin Mac Unfraidh
Italy Ambassador Gianpaolo Scarante
Japan Ambassador Takanori Kitamura
Liberia Consul Michael Ghiolman
Malta Ambassador Richard Laurenti
Peru Ambassador Luis Felipe Galvez Villarroel
Philippines Counsellor Maria Fe Pangilinan
Poland Ambassador Michal Klinger
Saudi Arabia First Secretary Fahad Al Mansouri
Serbia Ambassador Ljiljan Bacevic
Switzerland Ambassador Paul Koller-Hauser
Thailand First Secretary Phasit Chudabuddhi
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President and Founder, The Club of Rome Hellenic Chapter
Athanasios Arvanitis
f. Secretary General of the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
and f. Governor of Church Property
Ambassador Ioannis Bourlogiannis Tsangaridis
Member of the Board, Constantinos Karamanlis Institute for
Democracy
Stefanos Costopoulos
Chairman, Foresight S.A. and f. Chairman of the Hellenic-
American Chamber of Commerce
Dimitris Dimopoulos
Entrepreneur
Dr. Christos Efthymiopoulos
Researcher at the Center for Astronomy and Applied Mathematics,
Academy of Athens
George Enepekides
Economist
George Kasimatis
Director of the Office of the European Parliament in Greece
Kitty Kyriacopoulos
Honorary Chairman of the Board, S&B Industrial Minerals S.A.
Helen Papadimitriou
Biologist
Ierotheos Papadopoulos
Head of the European Community Representation in Greece
Dimitris Randopoulos
f. Chairman, Hellenic-British Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Spyros Spirou
Vice-Chairman, Athens Red Cross Hospital
Ioannis Tzen
KEDR Bank Official Representative for Greece and Europe
Alexandros Vrachnos
Chairman, Permanent Committee on Green Transport, Greek
Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications
Andreas  Zaimis
Lawyer and f. Greek Cabinet Minister

Other Invited Participants

Constantinos Bakouris, Chairman of the Board,
Transparency International Greece
Professor George Kaminis, Greek Ombudsman
Academician Christos Zerefos, Professor of Astronomy
Evangelos Gengios, President and CEO, Docusys / Xerox Partner
Anthony Gortzis, President, Business Ethics Institution
Epaminondas Papailiou, President, Athens Club
Costas Stambolis, Executive Director, IENE
Angelos Themelis, Director, Constantinos Karamanlis Institute for
Democracy


